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Main Objectives
These are taken from the National Curriculum 2014

Writing - transcription
Pupils should be taught to:

spell:
words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught
common exception words
the days of the week
name the letters of the alphabet:
naming the letters of the alphabet in order
using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the 
same sound
add prefixes and suffixes:
using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns 
and the third person singular marker for verbs
using the prefix un–
using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling 
of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, 
quickest]
apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1

write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so 
far

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:

sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably 
and correctly
begin to form lower-case letters in the correct 
direction, starting and finishing in the right place
form capital letters
form digits 0-9
understand which letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are formed in 
similar ways) and to practise these



Writing - composition
Pupils should be taught to:

write sentences by:
saying out loud what they are going to write 
about
composing a sentence orally before writing it
sequencing sentences to form short narratives
re-reading what they have written to check that 
it makes sense
discuss what they have written with the teacher 
or other pupils
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be 
heard by 
their peers and the teacher

Writing - vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
Pupils should be taught to:

develop their understanding of the concepts set out 
in English appendix 2 by:
leaving spaces between words
joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’
beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital 
letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation 
mark
using a capital letter for names of people, places, 
the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’
learning the grammar for year 1 in English appendix 
2
use the grammatical terminology in English English 
appendix 2 in discussing their writing



Y1 Writing Checklist

• We use this to assess our writing.
• The children are reminded to check if their work 

contains all of these elements.

     Punctuation – begin with a capital letter

➢ Use a finger space between words

➢ Correctly formed letters and neat 
handwriting

➢ Does your writing make sense? 
     Read it again.

    Punctuation – what do you need to use
    to end this sentence?

ABC

. ! ?





Writing Tasks 
for the Pictures

1. I see…
   I think …
   I wonder …

2. Describe what you can see 
in the picture – focus on using 
interesting adjectives.

3. Make up a story about the 
picture. Think about:
- Who is the character?
- Where is the story set?
- What happens to them? 

(the problem)
- How will the story end? 

(problem solved) 

4.Pretend you are the 
person/animal in the picture.
- Write a diary entry about 
what happened to you/what 
you did today.
- Begin your writing with: 
Dear Diary
Today ... 



The dragons were flying just as the sun was setting. The sky was turning a golden orange colour as they 
flapped their ginormous wings and glided silently through the air. They were excited to begin their new life 
in a new place.

Continue the story. Think about these questions:
Where are they flying to?
What will be there?
Why are they leaving their old behind?



Hmmm, what shall I do today? Should I visit my jungle friends or should I go hunting?

Pretend you are the hippo and write about what you are going to do today describing what you see and do.
Can you think of interesting verbs to use instead of went and saw?



Thump! Thump! Thump! His footsteps thundered down the street making everyone turn their heads to 
look. What is Number 28? What is his mission? Where did he come from? Where is he going? What else do 
you know about Number 28?

Think about the questions above and write about Number 28.



Can you spot the Ice King in the picture? Describe his icy world. Do you think he’s a good king or a bad king? 
Why? How does he behave? Are the turtle and polar bear hid friends or slaves?

Write a story thinking about the questions above.
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