Maths at St. Luke’s CE, Salford
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Intent

At St Luke’s, we believe that every child can be a mathematician. Our mathematics curriculum is designed to foster a love of maths while developing confidence, fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills. We provide a high-quality, inclusive mathematics education that enables all children to achieve their full potential and apply their mathematical knowledge in a range of meaningful contexts.
Our curriculum is rooted in mastery principles, ensuring that children develop a deep and secure understanding of mathematical concepts before moving on to new learning. We follow the White Rose Maths curriculum from Nursery to Year 6, providing a coherent and progressive journey through number, algebra, statistics, geometry, and measures. Reception children take part in daily NCETM Mastering Number sessions alongside a weekly White Rose Shape, Space and Measure lesson, while pupils in Years 1 to 5 continue to develop number fluency through the NCETM Mastering Number programme.

Implementation
Mathematics is taught through the White Rose Maths scheme, which is underpinned by the five big ideas of mastery: Coherence, Representation and Structure, Mathematical Thinking, Fluency and Variation. Lessons are carefully sequenced to enable children to build upon prior learning and make connections across mathematical concepts.
A Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract (CPA) approach is used throughout school to develop deep conceptual understanding. Children are encouraged to explain their thinking using precise mathematical vocabulary and are given regular opportunities to reason, problem solve and discuss mathematical ideas.
Fluency is promoted through a range of approaches including Mastering Number, Mental Arithmetic Practice (MAP), retrieval activities and Times Tables Rock Stars. Assessment for learning is embedded within lessons, alongside White Rose assessments, PUMA assessments and diagnostic tools that help teachers identify gaps in learning and provide timely support.
We are committed to ensuring all children can access the mathematics curriculum. High-quality adaptive teaching, practical resources, pre-teaching opportunities and targeted interventions support pupils with SEND, disadvantaged pupils and those learning English as an additional language. Teachers maintain high expectations for all learners and provide opportunities for every child to experience success in mathematics.
Children are encouraged to apply their mathematical learning across the wider curriculum, including science, geography, design technology and history, helping them to understand the relevance and importance of mathematics in the world around them.


Impact
By the time children leave St Luke’s, they are confident, resilient and enthusiastic mathematicians who can reason, solve problems and communicate their mathematical thinking effectively. They possess strong fluency skills, a secure understanding of mathematical concepts and the confidence to apply their knowledge in a range of contexts. Through our mastery approach, children develop the skills and attitudes needed for future learning and everyday life.
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