
 

 

How did World War 2 

begin & how did it end? 

 

Year 6 Autumn Term   

 

                                                                                          

N.C Links 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history 

that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066 

 A significant turning point in British 

history, for example, the Battle of 

Britain 

*teacher guidance 

 
Knowledge 

 What is modern-day Germany like, and how was it ruled 

before the start of WW2?  

 How did Hitler come to power and become the leader of 

Germany?  

 How did the Second World War begin?  

 How did Britain react to the outbreak of WW2? 

 How were the lives of civilians changed during WW2? 

 How did Britain’s Home Front cope when under attack? 

 How did the Second World War impact specific 

communities? 

 Why was the Royal Air Force (RAF) so vital to the 

defence of Britain & how did they communicate? 

 Why was World War 2 a ‘world war’? 

 What major victories led to the end of the War? 

 What was the Holocaust & why did it happen? 

 What happened at the Nuremberg Trials? 

 

Skills 
 LI-To place the period studied in this unit chronologically on a 

timeline, including dates 

 LI-To use secondary sources of evidence to compare modern day and 

pre-World War Two Germany 

 LI-To establish a clear narrative of how Hitler became the Supreme 

Leader (Fuhrer) of Germany 

 LI-To use a range of sources to establish how World War 2 began 

 LI-To select & organise relevant historical information to answer the 

question- ‘How did World War 2 affect life on the Home Front?’ 

(include evacuation) 

 LI-To understand how daily life was affected in Salford (LOCAL 

STUDY- Quays, Weaste Cemetery) 

 LI-To make comparisons between technology during World War 2 

and now (RAF – communication) 

 LI-To gain international historical perspective (WW2 a ‘world war’) 

 LI-To establish a chronology of military victories by the Allies that 

led to the end of the War (Battle of Britain) 

 LI – To know about the Holocaust & how it was addressed at the 

Nuremberg trials 

  

Vocabulary: air annexed, anti-Semitism, appeasement, authoritarian, allies, citizen, debt, dictator, evacuation, evacuee, fascism, force, 

government, interception, invasion, mobilisation, nationalism, narrative,  natural resources, occupation, overthrow, pact, payload, radar, 

raid, rationing, republic, squadron state, territory, unemployment, twentieth century, period, pre-, post- 

FAMOUS FIGURE FROM THE PAST – WINSTON CHURCHILL / ADOLF HITLER 

GEOGRAPHY – GERMANY / EUROPE 

EVENTS – WW2 DAY / WEASTE CEMETERY TRIP / WORKSHOP 

PRIOR LEARNING- Homes Y1 (What were homes like in 

Salford in the 1940s?) Lowry Y2 (locality, 1940s houses & 

homes) 

 

FUTURE LEARNING- KS3 & 4 (Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider 

world 1901 to the present day. In addition to studying the Holocaust, this could include: the 

Second World War and the wartime leadership of Winston Churchill; Britain’s place in the 

world since 1945) 


