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provides contrasts with British 
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Knowledge 

 When and where did the Mayans exist? 

 How did Mayans communicate? 

 What made the Maya civilisation so successful? 
 How do we know about the Maya? 
 How were the Maya ruled compared to how Anglo-

Saxon Britain was ruled? 
 What do we know about the Maya City States and the 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms? 
 How do the leaders of the Maya and the Anglo-

Saxons compare? 

 How did the abandonment of the Southern Maya 

lowlands help the Northern city-states to thrive? 
 Who was involved in the struggle for power in 

England from the 8th to the 10th century? 
 How were crimes punished in the Mayan 

dynasty? 

 

Skills 

 LI- To place Mayan civilisation on a timeline & on a map 

 LI - To know how the Mayans communicated (language & 

‘written’ forms) 

 LI – To use more than one source to answer the question – 

Why was the Mayan civilisation so successful? 

 LI – To choose an appropriate way to present my findings 

(How do we know about the Maya?) 

 LI – To compare the rulership of the Mayans and the Anglo-

Saxons 

 LI – To identify similarities & differences between Mayan 

city states & Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 

 LI – To understand that the type of information available 

depends on the period of time studied (comparing Mayan / 

Saxon leaders) 

 LI- To provide an account of the changes in Mayan society 

based on more than one source (southern / northern city 

state changes) 

 LI – To evaluate the usefulness of a variety of sources when 

researching Mayan crime and punishment 

  

Vocabulary: region, drought, irrigate, economy, crops, porous, limestone, jadeite, settlement, ravine, ajaw, hierarchy,kingdom, rulership, city state, 

abandoned, obsidian, annex, hostile, invade, hieroglyphs, Proto-Mayan, millennia, temple, sacrifice, priest 

FAMOUS FIGURE FROM THE PAST – PAKAL THE GREAT 

GEOGRAPHY – MEXICO / CENTRAL AMERICA 

EVENTS – MAYANS DAY 

PRIOR LEARNING- Law & Order Y1 (What did the Mayans 

do to punish crime?) 

 

FUTURE LEARNING- KS3 & 4 (at least one study of a significant society 

or issue in world history and its interconnections with other world developments) 


