
                 History Intent at St. Luke’s CE, Salford 

 

 ‘The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.’ 

Theodore Roosevelt 

 

History - Our Rationale 

We want our pupils to have a thorough knowledge of Britain's past, and of ancient societies elsewhere 

in the world. We want to embed their understanding of chronology, get them to know about famous, 

inspirational figures from history, as well as make links to Geography and where these things happened. 

We want pupils to know about how societies have developed and what contributions these societies 

made to British – and world- culture. 

We want pupils to understand key historical concepts, to which end our History curriculum is based 

around the first order concept threads of Communication, Community, Culture and Crime & 

Punishment. These concept threads help children to not only make links between historical periods, but 

also to understand what changes have occurred through time & why, and they have been specifically 

chosen to reflect the community our children come from, as well as linking to our 5 School Values of 

Faith, Wisdom, Aspiration, Compassion and Community. 

 

Community-  This area of Salford has a strong sense of local community and we want to get our children to relate this to our 

studies of History- in Early Years and Key Stage One in particular, children make a lot of links with the locality and, of course, 

the famous artist LS Lowry who lived in Salford and was inspired by the industrial landscapes of the time. This enables their 

cognition by putting new concepts alongside familiar ones and connecting the two, before moving on to more abstract 

historical concepts in Key Stage 2. ‘Community’ is also one of our core School Values and it is revisited daily, further 

strengthening the pupils’ knowledge of what a community is and how it functions.  

‘Crime & Punishment’ – Linked to our school value of ‘Compassion’, pupils will come to learn how criminals are treated with 

greater compassion in modern society, as well as the importance of organisations such as the police in keeping society safe. 

With many of our pupils coming from an area of high deprivation that suffers from a disproportionately high level of crime 

and disorder (ref. Salford Community Safety Strategy 2020-2023), it is important that our pupils are informed of the social 

contract that is needed for a community to prosper.  

Communication- Due to a number of socio-economic factors (reference our SEF Jan. 2024), many of our pupils have low 

starting points regarding communication and we hope that, by a focus on communication in History, pupils will understand the 

importance of communicating well and how that has created social change and driven progress. Allied to our work in English 

and throughout our school community, we believe we can make a substantial difference to our pupils’ outcomes in this area. 

Culture- Similar to our approach in ‘Community’, pupils begin their historical journey by linking what is familiar and what is new 

to them. In Key Stage One, they compare toys from today with toys from the past, then they begin to investigate more 

historically distant periods such as Bonfire Night, before looking at the achievements of the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans in 

Key Stage 2. We want pupils to understand that it is the culture of these civilisations that enabled their greatest 

achievements and why they are still influential today. This also links well with our School Values of ‘Wisdom’ and ‘Aspiration’ 

and how these qualities can create profound change or development. 

Our History Curriculum 

Our History curriculum begins in the Early Years Foundation Stage where children begin to learn about 

History by looking at their own lives and the lives of relatives, as well as their homes and homes in the 

past, beginning their History vocabulary journey with terms such as ‘old’ and ‘new’,  ‘today’ and 

‘yesterday’, and eventually concluding in Year Six by ‘comparing sources’ and ‘investigating historical 



evidence’ using the substantive knowledge and disciplinary skills developed through their primary school 

journey.  We want them to build up a substantial historical vocabulary, increase their historical 

knowledge and develop their enquiry skills, as detailed in our medium-term planning. 

In Key Stage 1, children continue to relate their own and relatives’ lives to History as detailed earlier. 

Then, they begin to study specific historical events such as ‘The Gunpowder Plot’ and historical figures 

such as William Caxton in Year 2 as their ability to conceptualise history grows. Also during KS1, 

children are introduced to some of the ancient civilisations that they will study later in more depth at 

KS2.  

In Key Stage 2, pupils begin their chronological journey through the ages with in-depth studies ranging 

from the Stone Age through to World War 2. By Year Six, we want children to have developed a 

thorough knowledge of many of the epochs of British History, alongside knowledge of ancient societies 

elsewhere in the world such as the Pharaonic Egyptians and the Mayans. Children use our standardised 

school timeline to help them link up the chronology and build their historical vocabulary through our 

carefully-considered vocabulary progression. 

 

Teaching & Learning Pedagogy in History 

We want our pupils to be enthused about History by investigating artefacts, looking at historical 

sources and taking part in educational visits and ‘dress up’ days. We want them to be clear about what 

they are expected to learn through the use of knowledge organisers which function as a tool to help 

them. We make use of assessment so that classes can revisit certain areas if children don’t make the 

progress that they need to.  

Teachers are clear about what they need to teach through the use of a well-sequenced curriculum that 

contains all the knowledge and resources they will need to use, but they are also informed about how 

each unit relates to it’s prior- and future- learning. 

 

Inclusive Provision in History  

We want to ensure that all children have full access to our History curriculum and we ensure 

this by scaffolding and adapting work, by ‘pre-teaching’, by using software such as ‘Clicker’ and 

‘Widget’, by using physical resources such as focus boards and ear defenders, by reducing (or 

increasing!) stimuli, and by providing adult support when necessary, but also by teaching History in a 

progressive and structured way that is taught in manageable chunks or memorable ways such as songs, 

rhymes, acronyms and body actions. 

 

 
 


