
ST. LUKE’S HISTORY FIRST ORDER CONCEPTS  

SUBSTANTIVE KNOWLEDGE & DISCIPLINARY SKILLS  

PROGRESSION DOCUMENT 

  
 

 

 COMMUNICATION COMMUNITY CULTURE CRIME & 

PUNISHMENT 

NURSERY All About Me 

 

WHAT MAKES ME 

UNIQUE? 

*Children can talk 

about their favourite 

toys, TV programmes 

etc. 

*Begin to make sense 

of their own life 

story & family 

history 

*Ethnic & religious 

background 

*Begin to understand 

routines & follow 

adult direction 

NURSERY People Who 

Help Us 

 

WHO HELPS ME 

AROUND SCHOOL?  

*Engage with adults 

within their 

educational setting 

*Show interest in 

different 

occupations 

  

NURSERY Growing Up & 

Moving On 

 

WHAT MADE NURSERY 

SPECIAL? 

*Help create a basic 

timeline using photos 

etc. 

*Recall past events 

from their Nursery 

year 

 

  

RECEPTION All About Me 

 

 

WHAT MAKES MY 

FAMILY SPECIAL? 

 

 

 

 

*Children talk about 

where they live, 

what their house is 

like, who lives with 

them 

*Compare & contrast 

characters from 

stories, including 

figures from the 

past 

*Extended family- 

aunties, uncles etc. 

*Local landmarks 

*Comment on images 

of or artefacts from 

familiar situations in 

the past 

 

*Ethnic & religious 

background & family 

history 

 

*Begin to know about 

school rules & why 

they should be 

followed 

RECEPTION People Who 

Help Us 

 

WHO HELPS ME IN MY 

COMMUNITY? 

 *Talk about 

members of their 

immediate family & 

community 

 

 *Name & describe 

people who are 

familiar to them & 

what they do. EG- 

Police 

RECEPTION Growing Up & 

Moving On 

 

WHAT DID I LEARN IN 

RECEPTION? 

*Identify and talk 

about  what they 

have learnt in the 

past year 

 

  *Know about school 

rules & why they 

should be followed 

 

YEAR 1 Toys 

 

 

 

 

HOW DO I KNOW IF A 

TOY IS FROM MY 

LIFETIME OR OLDER? 

 

*How can we use 

sources to help ask 

and answer questions 

about toys from the 

past? 

 

*What sort of toys 

did our older 

relatives play with? 

*How are toys from 

different time 

periods different? 

 

 

*What toys do we 

have today? 

*How have changes 

in modern technology 

led to changes in toy 

design and variety? 

*How do we know if 

a toy is ‘old’ or ‘new’? 

*What is similar and 

what is different 

about the same toys 

over different 

periods? 

*How have toys 

changed over time? 

 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI - To learn about changes within living memory by comparing toys from today with toys 

that our older relatives might have played with 

*LI - To examine and sort toys by their age-related characteristics 

*LI – To be able to order toys on a timeline & say why we have placed them in particular 

places 
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PROGRESSION DOCUMENT 
YEAR 1 Homes 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW IS MY MODERN 

HOME DIFFERENT 

FROM HOMES IN THE 

PAST? 

 

*How did the 

discovery of 

electricity make 

modern homes 

different? 

 

*What features are 

common to all 

modern homes in our 

neighbourhood? 

*What similarities 

and differences are 

there between 

different houses? 

*What were homes 

like in Salford in the 

1940s? 

*What were homes 

like in the Stone 

Age? 

*What were homes 

like in Roman times? 

*What were Anglo-

Saxon homes like?  

*What were 

Victorian homes like? 

*How have homes 

changed over time? 

How did the 

discovery of 

electricity make 

modern homes 

different? 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI- To investigate and identify a variety of homes today, noting the similarities & 

differences 

*LI - To explore homes from a long time ago and identify their features 

*LI – To compare homes from today with homes from the past 

*LI - To identify and explore objects from a Salford home from about a hundred years ago 

YEAR 1 Law & order 

 

 

 

WHAT IS LAW & ORDER 

& WHY IS IT 

DIFFERENT TODAY TO 

IN THE PAST? 

 

*How has technology 

helped police to 

catch criminals? 

 

*Why do we need 

the police & what do 

they do? 

*What is law and 

order & what is 

crime? 

*How has the way we 

treat criminals 

changed over time? 

 

 

 

*What did the 

Pharaonic Egyptians 

do to punish crime? 

*What did the 

Ancient Greeks do to 

punish crime? 

*What did the 

Mayans do to punish 

crime? 

*Who was Robert 

Peel & why is he 

important? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI-  To compare how criminals are treated today with how they were treated in the past 

YEAR 2 Bonfire Night 

 

WHY DO WE 

CELEBRATE BONFIRE 

NIGHT? 

 

*What happens on 

Bonfire Night & 

when is it? 

 

*Why did the 

Gunpowder Plot fail? 

 

*Why do we put a 

‘Guy’ on the bonfire? 

*Should we 

celebrate Bonfire 

Night & how does it 

reflect actual 

events? 
 

*What were the 

actual events of the 

Gunpowder Plot? 

*Why did the 

‘plotters’ try to blow 

up parliament? 

*What happened to 
the ‘plotters’ when 

they were caught? 
 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To investigate the Monteagle letter & how it affected the Plot 

*LI – To think about whether the tradition of Bonfire Night is a good one or not 

YEAR 2 Communication 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW WAS WILLIAM 

CAXTON’S LIFE 

DIFFERENT TO TIM 

BERNERS-LEE’S?  

 

*Did Stone Age 

people use cave 

paintings to 

communicate? 

*What type of 

writing did Pharaonic 

Egyptians use? 

*What type of 

writing did the 

Romans use? 

*Who was William 

Caxton & why is he 

important? 

*How did people 

communicate in the 

past? 

 

*What different 

types of writing 

were there in the 

past? 

*How does William 

Caxton’s life 

compare with Tim 

Berners-Lee’s life? 
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*Who was Tim 

Berners-Lee & why is 

he important? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To compare the lives of William Caxton & Tim Berners-Lee and understand the key 

historical differences 

* LI – To place the different periods studied in this unit in chronological order 

YEAR 2 Lowry 

 

 

 

WHO WAS LS LOWRY & 

WHY IS HE 

IMPORTANT TO 

SALFORDIANS? 

 

*How does Lowry’s 

art reflect the times 

he lived in? 

*How does Bruegel’s 

art reflect the times 

he lived in? 

 

 

*What connections 

does Lowry have to 

Salford? 

 

*Who was LS Lowry 

& what did he do? 

*Who was Pieter 

Bruegel & what did 

he do? 

*How does Pieter 

Bruegel’s art 

compare with 

Lowry’s? 

*What were the 

historical 

differences in the 

lives of Lowry and 

Bruegel? 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To investigate Lowry’s paintings & draw some conclusions about what Salford was like in 

the recent past 

*LI – To compare Lowry’s and Bruegel’s paintings, noting similarities & differences 

*LI – To understand the similarities & differences between the period that Lowry lived in and 

the period that Bruegel lived in 

 
 

 

YEAR 3 Stone Age to Iron 

Age 

 

 

HOW DID LIFE CHANGE 

FROM THE STONE AGE 

TO THE IRON AGE? 

*How did people 

communicate in 

prehistory & did it 

change? 

*How do we know 

about the Stone 

Age? 

*What sort of 

homes did Stone Age 

people have? 

*What is the 

difference between 

the Stone Age, 

Bronze Age and Iron 

Age? 

*What is a Stone 

Circle? 

*What is the Bronze 

Age? 

*What do historians 

do? 

*What do 

archaeologists do? 

*What is the Iron 

Age? 

*What are bog 

bodies & what do 

historians think about 

them? 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the chronology of Stone Age - Bronze Age – Iron Age on a timeline 

*LI – To use sources of evidence to find out about how Stone Age people lived and what their 

homes were like 

*LI - To find out what changed & what stayed the same from Stone Age to Bronze Age 

YEAR 3 Pharaonic 

Egyptians 

 

 

WAS PHARAONIC 

EGYPT A CRADLE OF 

CIVILISATION? 

*Did the Ancient 

Egyptians write 

anything down? 

*What is the 

significance of the 

River Nile? 

*What was life like 

in early Egypt & what 

were their homes 

like? 

*How did the 

Egyptian Empire 

end?  

*Who were the 

Egyptian gods? 

*What did the 

Ancient Egyptians 

believe about the 

afterlife?  

*How did the Ancient 

Egyptians punish 

crime? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the period studied in this unit chronologically on a timeline 

*LI – To use evidence & answer key questions about how Pharaonic Egyptians communicated 
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*LI - To use a range of historical vocabulary to describe the Giza pyramids & how they were 

built 

*LI – To explain the significance of the gods to the Pharaonic Egyptians 

*LI – To explain who Ramesses II was and his significance 

*LI – To explain how the Egyptian Empire ended 

YEAR 4 Greeks 

 

 

 

 

WHY DO WE STILL 

STUDY THE GREEKS 

2,000 YEARS LATER? 

*How did the Greeks 

communicate? 

*What can 

excavations tell us 

about early Greece? 

*What was life like 

in Ancient Greece? 

*How did the 

Minoans trade in 

early Greece? 

*What was life like 

in Athens and 

Sparta? 

*Did the Greeks 

invent the Olympic 

Games? 

*What did Greeks 

believe and what 

were some of the 

most famous Greek 

myths?  

*What were the 

greatest 

achievements of 

Ancient Greece? 

*How did the Greeks 

punish crime? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the period studied in this unit chronologically on a timeline 

*LI – To explain the role of an archaeologist & how they date artefacts discovered in the 

ground 

*LI – To examine evidence from this civilisation & know how historians make inferences about 

the people that lived there 

*LI – To discuss what goods were exported and imported and how popular these goods were in 

other parts of the world 

*LI – To compare life in Athens and Sparta & know why it was different 

*LI – To use a given information source to create a report about Greek crime & punishment 

*LI – To know and be able to summarise some of the Greek myths 

*LI – To examine pictures of Greek amphora & make inferences like a historian would 

YEAR 4 Romans 

 

 

 

 

HOW DID THE ROMAN 

EMPIRE IMPACT 

BRITAIN? 

 

*What impact did 

the Romans have on 

Britain? 

*When did the 

Roman empire 

conquer Britain & 

how long did they 

occupy it? How big 

was the Roman 

empire at its height? 

*What events led to 

the end of Roman 

occupation of Britain 

& how did it affect 

daily life? 

*Who lived in Britain 

before and during  

Roman occupation? 

*Who was Boudicca 

and what did she do? 

*What can 

archaeologists tell us 

about Roman 

culture? 

*What did the 

Romans believe in 

and did this change 

over time? 

*What did the 

Romans do to enforce 

the law? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the Roman empire on a timeline of historical periods studied 

*LI – To use primary sources of information to answer questios about Roman Britain 

*LI – To use given resources to find out about Roman beliefs 

*LI – To explain what I have learnt about the impact of the Roman occupation 

*LI – To use historical vocabulary to explain how the Romans enforced the law 

*LI – To present a written narrative about the end of the Roman age in Britain 

YEAR 5 Vikings & Anglo-

Saxons 

 

 

HOW DID ENGLAND 

CHANGE BETWEEN THE 

FALL OF THE ROMAN 

EMPIRE & THE BATTLE 

OF HASTINGS? 

*What was the 

difference between 

Anglo-Saxon 

communication & 

that of the Vikings? 

*How did England 

change after the fall 

of the Roman 

Empire? 

*Why did the Anglo-

Saxons settle in 

Britain & how was 

Anglo-Saxon England 

ruled? 

Why did the Vikings 

invade Britain and 
did they conquer it? 

Why were the 

Vikings known as 

great explorers? 

What was the 

difference between 

Anglo-Saxon beliefs 

*What were the 

Anglo-Saxon laws and 

how were they 

different to the 

Vikings’ ? 
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*Where did the 

Vikings come from & 

why did they raid 

Britain? 

& those of the 

Vikings? 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place & date the Anglo-Saxon & Viking ages in Britain on a timeline of historical 

periods studied 

*LI – To give some reasons for important historical events 

*LI – To provide an account of a historical event based on more than one source 

*LI – To evaluate the usefulness of a variety of sources 

*LI – To use a variety of resources for independent research 

*LI – To present findings and communicate understanding 

*LI – To make comparisons between ancient communication & today 

*LI – To make comparisons between Anglo-Saxon & Viking crime and punishment 

YEAR 5 Mayans 

 

 

THE MAYA 

CIVILISATION - WHAT 

WERE THE 

SIMILARITIES AND 

DIFFERENCES TO 

BRITAIN CIRCA 900 

AD? 

*How did Mayans 

communicate? 
*What do we know 
about the Maya City 
States and the Anglo-
Saxon Kingdoms? 

*How did the 

abandonment of the 

Southern Maya 

lowlands help the 

Northern city-states 

to thrive? 

*What made the 

Maya civilisation so 

successful? 

*How do the leaders 

of the Maya and the 

Anglo-Saxons 

compare? 

*Who was involved 
in the struggle for 
power in England 
from the 8th to 
the 10th century? 

*How were 
crimes punished 
in the Mayan 
dynasty? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place Mayan civilisation on a timeline & on a map 

*LI – To use more than one source to answer the question – Why was the Mayan civilisation so 

successful? 

*LI – To choose an appropriate way to present my findings 

*LI – To compare the rulership of the Mayans & the Anglo-Saxons 

*LI – To identify similarities & differences between Mayan city-states and Anglo-Saxon 

kingdoms 

*LI – To provide an account of the changes in Mayan society based on more than one source 

*LI- To evaluate the usefulness of a variety of sources when researching Mayan crime & 

punishment 

YEAR 6 World War 2 

 

 

 

 

HOW DID WORLD WAR 

2 BEGIN & HOW DID IT 

END? 

 

 

 

*Why was the Royal 

Air Force (RAF) so 

vital to the defence 

of Britain & how did 

they communicate? 

*How did the Second 

World War begin? 

*How did Britain 

react to the 

outbreak of WW2? 

*How were the lives 

of civilians changed 

during WW2? 

*How did Britain’s 

Home Front cope 

when under attack? 

*How did the Second 

World War impact 

specific 

communities? 

*What is modern-

day Germany like, 

and how was it ruled 

before the start of 

WW2?  

*How did Hitler 

come to power and 

become the leader 

of Germany?  

*What happened at 

the Nuremberg 

Trials? 

 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the period studied in this unit chronologically on a timeline, including dates 

*LI – To use secondary sources of evidence to compare modern day and pre-Wolrd War 2 

Germany 

*LI – To establish a clear narrative of how Hitler became the Supreme Leader of Germany 

*LI – To use a range of sources to establish how WW2 began 

*LI – To select & organise relevant historical information to answer the question – How did 

WW2 affect life on the Home Front? 

*LI – To make comparisons between technology during WW2 and technology now 
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*LI – To establish a chronology of military victories by the Allies that led to the end of the 

War 

YEAR 6 Crime & 

Punishment 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW & WHY HAS 

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

CHANGED OVER TIME 

IN BRITAIN? 

   *What is crime and 

punishment? 

*What was crime and 

punishment like in Roman 

Britain? 

*What was crime and 

punishment like in the 

Anglo-Saxon period? 

*What was crime and 

punishment like in the 

Tudor period? 

*What was crime and 

punishment like in the 

Stuart period? 

*What was crime and 

punishment like in the 

Victorian period? 

*How did the police 

force develop through 

the 20th century? 

*What are crime and 

punishment like today 

compared with the past? 

 DISCIPLINARY SKILLS 

*LI – To place the periods studied in this unit chronologically on a timeline 

*LI – To devise questions about the similarities & differences in crime & punishment through 

different time periods 

*LI – To make use of a variety of sources to find out about crime & punishment in Roman 

times 

*LI – To select & organise information to report on crime & punishment in Anglo-Saxon times 

*LI – To consider whether Victorian punishments were effective & appropriate 

*LI – To compare punishments from today to those from the past & consider why they are 

different 

 


