
History Assessment Guidance 

Vocabulary Assessment 

 

 The vocabulary assessment is to be completed at the start and at 

the end of a History topic. The words are taken from the pupil 

knowledge organisers. It is to be carried out as directed in the 

teacher guidance on the vocabulary assessment itself. It is to be 

made clear to children that they are not expected to know many / 

any of the words when they do it before the unit. 

 It should be referred to, edited and completed by pupils in KS2 

during the course of the unit so they are aware of the importance 

of knowing these words (see our Vocabulary Progression). They 

then complete the assessment at the end of the unit (under 

informal ‘test conditions’) without referring back to the one at the 

start. 

 Children are to be encouraged to ‘have a go’ and not worry about 

spelling some of these complex words correctly. It is more 

important that they know the word & how to say it than it is to 

spell it. Correct spelling can be addressed when the assessment is 

reviewed with the class. 

 Pupils from Years 1 to 3 have picture prompts to assist them. 

Years 4 to 6 do not. From Year 3 upwards, the ‘Who is this?’ and 

‘Where is this’ boxes have been added. They link explicitly to the 

knowledge organisers. 



Knowledge & Skills Assessment 

 

 The knowledge & skills assessment is an ‘open book assessment’. 

This means children can refer to work completed in their exercise 

books during the unit to help them answer the questions.  

 In KS1, children can answer questions on the assessment sheets 

themselves and, in KS2, children simply answer in their exercise 

books.  

 An example of progression – in KS1, children are asked to stick 

pictures in order; in LKS2, they are given certain prompts to help 

them answer; in UKS2, children are expected to give more in-depth 

and detailed answers to more challenging questions. 

 Teacher judgement is to be used and prompts / support given 

where the teacher feels necessary for particular pupils to access 

the assessment. For SEN pupils, parts of the assessment can be 

cut out / re-phrased / enlarged etc as appropriate. 

 The important thing here is for children to engage with the 

assessment. Teacher judgement will be used to ‘level’ the children- 

these assessments, along with lessons and pupil voice, are to help 

inform that judgement & give children an opportunity to review / 

recap their learning. 

 


