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How did World War 2 begin and how did it end?

Subject Vocabulary Where?

twentieth
century

Dating from 1900 to 1999.

EUROPE

Although World War 2 
took place in various 
parts of the world, the 
centre of the War was in 
Europe, following Hitler’s 
invasion of Poland in 
1939.

period A particular length of time, 
it can be short or long.

WHAT DO I NEED 
TO KNOW?

pre-

post-

‘Pre-’ means ‘before’ and 
‘post-’ means ‘after’.

 Adolf Hitler came to power in 
Germany in the 1930s as leader of 
the Nazi Party. Germany was 
unstable following World War One 
and the Great Depression and he 
exploited this using propaganda, 
eventually becoming Supreme Leader 
and invading Poland- at which 
point World War 2 began.

 The Battle of Britain was one of the 
most important victories for the 
Allies during WW2- it raised morale 
and showed Germany could be 
beaten.

narrative In history, a narrative is 
an attempt to put historical 
events into a kind of (true) 
story in an attempt to 
understand why things 
happened.

Who?

rationing Rationing was where certain 
products were limited for people. 
This was due to a lot of 
money and manufacturing being 
used to fight the War, rather 
than provide goods.

 The Home Front was the name for 
those people making a contribution to 
the War effort in Britain, rather than 
fighting as soldiers abroad.

 Salford was bombed by the Germans 
during WW2, like many British cities.

WINSTON CHURCHILL
Winston Churchill is one 

of the most famous 
figures in modern 

history, predominantly 
because of his effective 
leadership of Britain as 
prime minister during 

World War 2.

evacuation Children from cities were 
taken to houses in the 
countryside during WW2 
because of bombing raids 
on cities.

 Approximately 6 million European 
Jews were killed by the Nazis in 
concentration camps during World War 
2. This was called The Holocaust 
and was systematic murder based on 
hatred, racism and antisemitism.  

 The Nuremberg Trials, held once the 
War had ended, tried and convicted 
many German leaders for crimes 
against humanity. 

fascism Fascism is where rulers have 
total power and people aren’t 
allowed to say or do what 
they want.

Ancient Egypt
3100BC – 332BC


