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How did England change between the Fall of the Roman Empire and the Battle of Hastings?

Subject Vocabulary Where?

migration The movement of people 
from one place to 
another.

SCANDINAVIA

The Vikings came from 
a part of the world 
called Scandinavia 
(highlighted in red). 
Today, these are the 
countries Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark.

settlement Somewhere that people 
create a community.

WHAT DO I NEED 
TO KNOW?raid A surprise attack.

consequence Something that happens 
because of something else.  After the Fall of the Roman empire, 

it was a chaotic time in Europe and 
some tribes migrated to England and 
settled there- they became known as 
the Anglo-Saxons. This was a 
gradual process, unlike the Viking 
invasion 300 or so years later.

 Vikings began attacking Britain in 
793, first raiding a monastery on the 
island of Lindisfarne, eventually 
conquering a large part of England 
which they called Danelaw.

stratigraphy

radiocarbon 
dating

The layers of rock in the 
ground.

A way of being able to 
date an object or animal 
/ human remains. Who?

Afterlife Someone’s life after death.

Vikings believed that it 
was honourable to die in 
battle. You would then be 
taken to Valhalla (a Viking 
‘heaven’). 

 Both the Anglo-Saxon and the Viking 
ages in Britain ended with the Battle 
of Hastings in 1066 when the 
Normans, led by William of Normandy 
(from France), defeated King Harold 
and conquered England. William then 
became known as William the 
Conqueror. 

 The Bayeux Tapestry famously depicts 
the Battle of Hastings.

KING AETHELSTAN
Historians generally agree 
that Aethelstan, an 
Anglo-Saxon, was the 
first king of all England-
kings before him were 
kings of kingdoms (parts 
of England).

exploration Going to places people 
haven’t been before.

 Vikings were pagans and believed in 
many gods (as did some Anglo-
Saxons). The most powerful of these 
were Odin, Thor and Loki. Christianity 
was on the rise though, and many 
Vikings became Christians eventually. religion What people believe and 

practise.
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