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The Maya civilisation- what are the similarities & differences to Britain circa 900 AD?

Subject Vocabulary Where?

economy The supply of money, products and 
services in a country or place.

CENTRAL AMERICA
The Maya civilisation developed 
in Central America. Today, ths 
area is divided into different 
countries- the Maya were 
spread across modern-day 
Guatemala, Mexico, Belize, 
Honduras and El Salvador.

hierarchy Where something is ordered 
according to how powerful they are.

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?
kingdom An area ruled by a king, queen or 

ruler.

rulership Being in charge of a country or 
place and the most powerful person.

❑ Mayans used a hieroglyphic writing 
system (like the Ancient Egyptians). They 
spoke a language that we now call 
Proto-Mayan. Mayan is still spoken 
today in Central America by about six 
million people!

❑ The Ancient Mayan civilization existed for 
a huge length of time and was very 
advanced- they developed hieroglyphic 
writing, calendar systems, astronomy 
and built incredible architecture.

temple

priest

A religious building.

Someone who performs and leads 
religious ceremonies.

Who?

sacrifice A gift to a god or gods- in ancient 
societies, this was often an animal 
and, for the Maya, sometimes a 
person!

❑ Anglo-Saxons and Mayans were 
contemporaries (they lived at the same 
time). Their societies had differences and 
similarities-

❑ Mayans lived in city-states (like the 
Greeks) but Anglo-Saxons lived in 
kingdoms.

❑ Mayans lived in the rainforest but the 
Anglo-Saxons lived in temperate Britain.

❑ Punishment for crime was brutal in both 
societies, compared to today’s standards.

Pakal The Great
He was one of the most 
powerful Maya rulers and ruled 
during the seventh century AD. 
This is his ceremonial death 
mask.

millenia A millenium is a thousand years 
and millenia is the plural meaning 
thousands of years.

Ancient Egypt
3100BC – 332BC
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