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How and why has crime & punishment changed over time in Britain?

Subject Vocabulary Where?

secondary 
source

Information written by someone 
who wasn’t there at the time (eg- a 
modern historian writing about the 
Greeks).

AUSTRALIA
During the 18th and 19th 
centuries, convicts were  
transported in ships to Australia 
and had to live in penal colonies 
there. They were made to do 
hard, manual work.

perspective A point of view or way of looking at 
something.

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?
interpretation A way of explaining something.

deterrent Something that is intended to 
discourage or stop someone from 
doing something.

❑ How people are punished for crime has 
changed massively through history. 
Studying different epochs of history will 
help you understand the perspective of 
people who were alive at the time and 
why they used the deterrents they did.

❑ For example, in the past, punishments 
were very harsh because there was no 
police force to prevent crime and there 
wasn’t the advanced technology to catch 
criminals that we have today.

evolution

epoch

The gradual development of 
something.

A period of time in history.

Who?

workhouse A kind of prison where people did 
work in Victorian times.

❑ Modern technology helps the police to be 
much more effective. For example, DNA 
analysis can sometimes be used to catch a 
criminal even if they just left a fingerprint 
or a hair at the crime scene!

King James VI & I
He was the sixth king of 
Scotland called James and the 
first of England. He thought 
witchcraft was real and wrote a 
book about it called 
‘Daemonologie’.

transportation In Victorian times, convicts were 
taken to penal colonies- places that 
were abroad and far away such as 
Australia.

❑ Historians use many sources of information to 
help them understand the past. They may use 
artefacts or reports from the time, and may also 
use secondary sources. It is important to 
remember that people from the past have very 
different perspectives to those we have today. 
Punishment for crime has evolved and we now 
put more focus on rehabilitation.

rehabilitation The opportunity for convicts to 
change their behaviour and become 
productive members of society.

Ancient Egypt
3100BC – 332BC
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